Jim Totten ( James Edward Totten)
Born August 9, 1947 and died suddenly on March 9, 2008. Jim is survived by the love of his life and best friend, Lynne, his wife of 40 years, son Dean, daughter-in-law Christie and granddaughter Mikayla of Sechelt, father Wilf Totten of Edmonton, sister Judy Totten of Regina, sister Josie Laing (Neil) of Onoway, sister-in-law Marilyn Totten of Regina, mother-in-law Joyce Ladell of Swansea Point, brother-in-law Brian Ladell (Iris) of Red Deer, sister-in-law Constance Ladell (David Dahl) of Kamloops,  special cousins Crystal, Doug and Kyle Bowman and extraordinary family friend Gerda Christie of Edmonton. Jim is also survived by his nieces, nephews, cousins and their families, all of whom will miss their Uncle Jim. He was predeceased by his mother Alice, brother Gerry and father-in-law Syd Ladell. His loss is deeply felt by his many friends and colleagues. He was generous, kind and loyal, in every respect and we will all miss him without measure. 
Jim was born in Saskatoon and raised in Regina. He excelled academically, achieving a Bachelor’s degree at the University of Saskatchewan, a Master’s and ultimately a PhD from the University of Waterloo in mathematics. Jim’s true calling was teaching and he shared his passion for mathematics with the students he taught at Cariboo College, UCC and TRU from 1978 until 2007 when he became Professor Emeritus. Jim was proud to be a part of the evolution of TRU from its origins as Cariboo College. Jim was a key organizer of the provincial and regional mathematics contest for high school students. He collected and created mathematical puzzles and games and took his “math magic show” to elementary schools. He will be profoundly missed by his colleagues in the Department of Mathematics and Statistics at TRU with whom he shared his working life and many laughs for nearly 30 years.  
Jim loved his Oldtimers hockey which he played with boundless enthusiasm and bad knees until a few days before his death. He was also an avid golfer. When not playing hockey or golf, he was outside with Lynne and their many friends from the Kamloops Outdoors Club. Not only did Jim participate in activities, but he always contributed by volunteering in many mediums when needed regardless of how humble or complex the task.  His many friends who shared these enthusiasms will also deeply miss him.  

A celebration of Jim’s life will be held at the Grand Hall in the Campus Activity Centre at TRU on Sunday, March 16th at 2:00 pm.  If desired, donations may be made to the “Jim Totten Scholarship” c/o Thompson Rivers University Foundation.  Online condolences can be made at schoenings.com.
